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Peak Number 9:
Selattyn Hill
Height: 
387m
Distance to summit:
1 mile




Time to summit:
½ hour

Difficulty: 
An easy climb following the Offa’s Dyke Path. Subsequent paths are less obvious, but you can’t really get lost.

Directions:

From Wrexham follow A483 towards Oswestry. At Halton roundabout take the 2nd exit onto the A5 (signposted Oswestry) At roundabout take the 3rd exit onto Station Road. Travel through Weston Rhyn until you reach a mini roundabout.  At the mini roundabout go straight over (with the church on your left).  The road narrows for approx 1.5 miles.  Eventually reaching a junction, turn right onto the B4679 to Glynceiriog. The parking area with a couple of picnic tables is about 2 miles down this road on the left hand side.
Parking: 
Parking area at Craignant (Grid Ref. SJ 253 349).  

The Area
Selattyn Hill stands on the line of Offa’s Dyke, the 8th century earth barrier built by King Offa of Mercia to separate and defend his land from the Welsh tribes to the west. There are superb views from all sides of the hill but most of the summit is covered in pine forest. The highest point here is a rather insignificant grassy hump in a clearing, but when you have climbed that, you can have fun finding a ruined tower in the depths of the forest. Selattyn Tower was built by in 1847, but nobody is quite sure why. There were no trees on the hill then, and it was probably just a decorative ‘folly’, a place to sit and enjoy the view – and maybe it also provided cover for those who wanted to shoot the grouse. In the Second World War it was used as a lookout post by the Home Guard, who installed a large gun here. The tower actually stands on the site of a Bronze Age cairn and you can still see the ring of stones surrounding it.
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Directions for the Walk
1 Leaving the car park, turn right along the road for about 150m.  A wooden signpost here indicates the line of the Offa’s Dyke Path, a long-distance path that follows the line of the dyke as closely as possible along the length of the Welsh border. Turn right at this signpost and follow the hard surfaced track climbing steadily but not too steeply uphill. Where the track swings left, keep ahead, following the ‘Acorn’ signs that mark the Offa’s Dyke Path (they are in fact used for all national trails). The path maintains the same direction, and after a section bounded by crumbling stone walls, it comes out in a field. Here it bends left around the corner of the woodland to reach a prominent wooden signpost – at this point you can clearly see the ridge of Offa’s Dyke behind you and the views to the south are superb.

2 The Offa’s Dyke Path now turns right across a field, but you leave it and continue ahead along the edge of the wood. Soon you pass a clearing between the trees where the grassy hummock is the highest point of Selattyn Hill.  Keep ahead with the wood on your right to reach a gate in the angle of the woodland.

3 Inside this gate, a signpost points ahead to Selattyn Tower, but there’s no path to be seen, only dense woodland. Not to worry - walk 20m along the rough track to your right, and look out for a path branching off on the left (under a fallen tree-trunk at present). The path skirts a line of uprooted trees and then bears away diagonally to the right through the forest. It isn’t that clear, but if you keep looking for the widest gap between the trees, you should reach the tower in its clearing in a couple of minutes. If you don’t fancy this sort of adventure you can be certain of finding the tower by keeping to the broad rutted track to the right at the signpost – it curves left and descends to an information panel below the tower, and you have only to walk uphill on the clear path from here to reach it.
At the Summit

Take a look around the ruined tower and check out the circular remains of the cairn around it. This is a great place to have your picture taken. There are of course, no views from the tower in the wood – but on the way here (in the field) there were fine views of the Breiddens (near Llanymynech) with the Shropshire Hills ranged behind them. And if you go to the seat near the information panel (see below) you look straight across the Cheshire plain and can see the sandstone ridge of the Peckforton Hills and far to the right, the isolated hump of the Wrekin. 

An Alternative Way Down

A
At the information board, a short path opposite leads to a 
seat, and to the right of the seat a well-concealed stile leads 
into the field below. Walk downhill through this field to reach 
a stile on the far side. Now continue with the wall on your 
right until it bends away and you can see another stile ahead 
near a ruined building. Over this stile, again walk downhill 
with the wall on your right. At the bottom of this field turn 
sharp left (there is a signpost) and, once more with a wall on 
your right, walk towards the wood

B
A stile at the field corner admits you to a path that skirts the 
lower edge of the woodland. Where this path reaches a 
hard-surfaced track, turn right, and then go left on the road at the bottom of the hill. This road is not very busy, but nevertheless, walk on the right hand side (to face oncoming traffic) and take care. After about 10 minutes you should reach the car park on the left of the road.

Refreshment

The nearest pub is the excellent Cross Keys in the village of Selattyn  
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